ADOPTED – DECEMBER 8, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 46
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JUDGE JANELLE LAWLESS
RESOLUTION #20 – 579
WHEREAS, Janelle Lawless has dedicated her career to serving the people of Ingham County; and 

WHEREAS, Janelle Lawless went into private practice in Lansing as a licensed attorney upon receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree from Central Michigan University and a Law Degree from Thomas Cooley Law School; and

WHEREAS, in 1990, she began her career with Ingham County as the Probate Court Administrator and Probate Register where she served through 2002, when she was elected to an open seat on the Circuit Court bench, and in January of 2003, began her career as a Judge of the 30th Judicial Circuit Court, and has been re-elected twice; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure on the 30th Judicial bench, Judge Lawless served as Chief Circuit Judge from 2012 through 2017 and has been assigned to the Family Division of the Circuit Court, hearing cases relating to child protection, juvenile justice, adoption, and other matters involving families; and

WHEREAS, Judge Lawless also served as Chief Judge Pro Tempore from January 2004 through December 2005, January 2010 through December 2011 and again from January 2018 through August 21, 2018 and as Presiding Judge of the Family Division from January 2006 through December 2009; and

WHEREAS, on October 25, 2007, Judge Lawless presided over the first Family Dependency Treatment Court hearing (now known as Family Recovery Court), she has served more than 141 participants of the Family Recovery Court resulting in over 243 children being assisted; and

WHEREAS, Judge Lawless has dedicated herself to the treatment court philosophy and has helped advocate for the needs of parents recovering from addiction while promoting permanency for their families; and

WHEREAS, Judge Lawless has been an active member of the community serving as a member of the Hall of Justice Learning Center Advisory Committee, the City of Lansing/Ingham County Community Corrections Advisory Board, the Lansing Community College Paralegal Advisory Committee, she serves as Ex-Officio Director of the Ingham County Treatment Court Foundation, as well as an Honorary Board Member of the Lansing Area Safety Council.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Judge Janelle Lawless on the event of her retirement and extends its sincere appreciation to Judge Lawless for her dedication and commitment and for improving the quality of life for the citizens of Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in her future endeavors. 
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Trubac, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  12/03/2020
